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Our Mission—To empower a community of learners who will change the world.

Message from the Superintendent 
Dear Residents:

It’s been a great start to the new school year. We are fortunate to 
have so many families, staff, and community members who care 
about our students and our schools. Worthington Schools is a 
great place that offers excellent opportunities to students at an 
excellent value for our community.

This is a time of unprecedented growth in our district. By the 
2021-2022 school year, we project that our enrollment will be at an 
all-time high, surpassing our previous enrollment record of 10,818 
in 1995. This growth is more than our enrollment projections 
anticipated. 

We are prepared. We are rebuilding and expanding our middle 
schools to accommodate this growth along with adding temporary 
classroom space to Bluffsview, Evening Street, McCord, Colonial 
Hills, and Worthington Hills. We are in the final stages of the 
design phase of our middle schools, and soon, residents will see 
construction begin on those schools.

Through the bond issue and operating levy the community passed  
last November, we are able to better meet the needs of our 
ever-changing student body. We can provide the programs, staff, 
technology, and the facilities needed so that students are in the 
best possible position to succeed.

The safety and wellness of our students and staff is also a top 
priority. We’ve added additional safety upgrades to our schools, 
and have provided a full-time counselor and nurse in every building. 

In Worthington Schools, we continue to strive to meet our mission: 
“To Empower a Community of Learners Who Will Change the 
World.“ Please stay in touch with us throughout the year by 
following us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. I also encourage 
residents to attend one of our monthly community coffees 
hosted at local restaurants across the district. We look forward to 
connecting with you throughout the school year. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Bowers visits students on the first day of school.

Join us between 8–9:30 a.m. 
on the following dates to talk 
about the school district and 
ask questions.

FEBRUARY 21ST
Panera on  

Polaris Parkway

MARCH 20TH
Urban Coffee  

on Olentangy River  
Road

APRIL 17TH
Worthington Panera 

at the Shops of 
Worthington Place

MAY 15TH
Panera on  

Polaris Parkway

OCTOBER 11TH
Panera on  

Polaris Parkway

NOVEMBER 15TH
Urban Coffee  

on Olentangy River  
Road

JANUARY 31ST
Worthington Panera 

at the Shops of 
Worthington Place



It will be up to the voters. As part of the district’s long-term facilities plan, recommendations to 
replace some elementary schools would not occur until Phases Two and Three of the plan. That 
would require the district to go to the community with a bond issue in 2022 at the earliest.

When Can Residents Expect to Replace 
Some of the Elementary Schools?

The community’s investment in our schools enabled the district to purchase new instruments for 
students. This was the first major investment in over 30 years.

District Exploring Opportunity to 
Purchase Land for a Future School Site
On September 3, 2019, Worthington Schools hosted a community 
meeting to discuss the possibility of purchasing land to build a 
new Colonial Hills Elementary School. The land is a 13.7-acre piece 
of property that sits off 161 on the east side of the school district—
also known as The Harding Property. Currently, the land is owned 
by the I Am Boundless company.    

The purpose of the meeting was to update the community on this 
opportunity to partner with Boundless and answer any questions. 
Over 125 community members were in attendance and submitted 
feedback in writing at the meeting or via email after the meeting.  

“Those who provided feedback seem to believe this is an excellent 
opportunity that Worthington Schools should pursue,” stated 
Superintendent Trent Bowers. “There were also some questions 
about the potential change of locations for Colonial Hills and there 
is uncertainty around what will happen with the current school 
site should a new Colonial Hills be built. This feedback will be 
extremely helpful moving forward.”

You can see the video from the meeting and get 
more information about this opportunity at  
www.worthington.k12.oh.us/harding

Thanks to our community’s support last fall, the district was able to upgrade technology to enhance 
learning for our students.



We started the school year with an increase in enrollment of almost 
350 students. The new state budget provides no additional foundation 
funding for Worthington Schools.  We anticipate state revenues to 
remain flat for the foreseeable future. The community’s support of our 
operating levy in November 2018 provides long-term financial stability, 
with positive balances for the life of the forecast.

The state budget does earmark state funding for a new state initiative, 
entitled Student Wellness & Success. We expect to receive $450,000 
in the current school year and $650,000 the following year. We will 
use the funds to pay for the mental health specialists that we have in 
our buildings.

House Bill 305 has been introduced in the current legislative session. This bill would enact 
a new funding model for schools in Ohio. The bill is the result of representatives Robert 
Cupp and John Patterson working with school treasurers and superintendents throughout 
the state. The proposal is significantly better than the current system, but as with any system, 
there are some faults. We hope this bill, with changes, will provide an easy to explain school 
funding model that would positively impact all schools in the state. We will continue to 
monitor progress and offer input to the legislative process.

District Receives No Increase in 
Funding from State
District leaders continue to advocate for a fair school funding model

Master Facilities Plan Update
The design of Phase One of the Master Facilities Plan is almost 
complete. Thank you to our residents, staff, and students for 
helping us in the design of our middle schools.

On October 15 at Perry/Phoenix Middle School, the district is 
hosting a community meeting to provide residents an update on 
the project. This meeting will be the same as the one hosted on 
September 17 at Worthingway Middle School.

Attendees can view floor plans, site design, as well as renderings 
of the interior and exterior of the schools. Residents can also learn 
more about what they can expect throughout the construction 
process. 

Soon, residents who live near our middle schools—Worthingway, 
Perry/Phoenix, McCord, and Kilbourne, may begin to see the site 
being prepared for construction. Neighbors can expect to see 
large equipment and fencing appear around the schools. Anyone 
who’s built or renovated a home knows that it can sometimes 
be disruptive to our daily routines. Our goal is to work with our 
families, staff, and community to make sure this process goes as 
smoothly and safely as possible. 

For more information on Phase One of the Master Plan,  
visit www.worthington.k12.oh.us/facilitiesplan

Rendering of front entrance to the new Worthingway Middle School.

Rendering of the proposed Perry/Phoenix Middle School



District Partners with  
Worthington Industries 
for Jobs After Graduation
Worthington Schools is partnering with Worthington Industries 
to prepare students for jobs within the manufacturing industry 
after graduation. The goal is to create a pipeline of students who 
do not plan to attend a two- or four-year institution directly out of 
high school, but rather those who would like to go straight into 
the workforce. During students’ senior year, they will work directly 
with Worthington Industries to gain exposure to the company and 
acquire career-ready skills.

ANGIE ADREAN  • Chief Academic Officer

This is an exciting, real world opportunity  
for our kids. Companies like Worthington 
Industries are looking for skilled employees, 
and we are excited to partner with them to 
help train and educate students for great jobs.

W O R T H I N G T O N  
C I T Y  S C H O O L S
200 E. Wilson Bridge Rd.  
Worthington, OH 43085

Students pose for pictures on the first day of school.


